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OBJECTS: 


JES OF THE WAR 


Laie Se aa a de ve i ; 
_ 1. To provide for readers at home and abroad information concerning the life 
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and thought of the British Churches in wartime. 
2. To elucidate by news and quotations the spiritual issues at stake in the war. 


MAY 20th, 1943 


The Swiss paper La Vie Protestante for 
\pril 9th, 1943, prints an interesting 
article (“A Letter from France’) showing 
the reaction of Christian and student 


f workers to Germany. The article is of 
ch importance that we print the follow- 
translation of it :— 
‘One can only think with anguish of the 
fate of thousands of young Frenchmen re- 
‘quired to work in Germany. Although the 
agreement gives certain guarantees to 
soners, the fate of those called to forced 
bour is governed by most arbitrary de- 
‘isions. Further, the Reformed Church 
has been refused permission to send chap- 
to work among those deported, even 
exceptional occasions such as the 
ristmas festival. 
‘Our religious press has remained very 
noderate about this exile of Frenchmen. 
ven if it had wished to break this silence 
full of suffering and repression) the 
nsorship would have stified its words. 
it not mutilate the text (already suffi- 
ly vague) of the communique issued 
Cardinals’ and Archbishops’ meet- 
at Lyons on February 5th, omitting 
assage ‘moved by the attacks on 
atural and family law which in our coun- 
r are still the sad result of the war and 
e defeat?’ 
e f nothing has been published, many 
ests have been made, transmitted from 
1 to hand and secretly circulated. Let 
ote some extracts from the Catholic 
ciation of French Youth: ‘In the name 
ch youth the Catholic Association 


circles in France to the recent deportations | 
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_ FRENCH CHURCHES AND STUDENTS 
STILL RESISTING 


expresses its sadness at the obligation im- 
posed on workers and on young people of 
all classes to work for the occupying power 
and in his territory. This constitutes an 
attack on natural law and on international 
law. The Association expresses its grief 
over the fact that the French Government 
is compelled to carry out and sanction such 
a measure. The Association expresses its 
grief at the terms in which some have 
tried to cover up and explain away this 
law.’ . 

“In a circular addressed to the officers 
of the Y.M.C.A. the leaders denounce ‘the 
nature of the deportation and the veritable 
slavery’ which has accompanied the com- 
pulsory lavour service. 

“Finally, students of the University of 
Paris and the High Schools have addressed 
an open letter to the Marshal. This shows 
clearly the atmosphere created by the com- 
pulsory labour service. 

“ ‘Wor the last two years,’ says the letter, 
‘forgetting their burning traditions, the 
students of the University of Paris have 
abstained from al] demonstrations. Our 
silence, however, has never meant that we 
accepted the events of which we and the 
majority of Frenchmen were the sad wit- 
nesses. In particular the brutal deporta- 
tion of thousands of French workers has 
created indignation among us. 

“ ‘There is only time for us to mention 
the age-long traditions of our University — 
which formerly expressed to the Kings of 
France, with great freedom, the sorrows 
of the country and translated the demands 
of the French conscience into energetic 


p formulas. As you have said, Monsieur le 


Maréchal, we hate the lies which have 
done us so much harm. The lie of an armis-_ 


tice, the lie of collaboration, the lie of 
National revival. 

“We do not wish to be the dupes or the 
accomplices of such deceits. Therefore we 
declare that a true Frenchman can only 
refuse absolutely to obey the order to work 
for the triumph of Germany. 

“ “Please believe, Monsieur le Maréchal, 
that we are not anarchists, nor intellect- 
uals, but only students, that is, young 
people who have the duty to think and 
weigh up, perhaps more than others, the 
consequence of their actions. 

“‘Our attitude of resistance to orders 
flatly contradictory to the most certain 
rights of men agrees entirely with the 
teaching of our great French jurists and 
with the ethical teaching of those masters 
who formerly adorned our Paris Univer- 
sity, such as Thomas Aquinas and Fran- 
eois de Vittoria. 

“Certain of our rights, certain of our 
duty, we shall fight and shall suffer, keep- 
ing in our thoughts our heroic brethren of 
the Universities of Prague, Warsaw, Bel- 
grade, Lublin and Leyden. We shall suffer 
for the victory of our common ideals of 
humanity and Christianity.’ ” 

: The “Letter from France,” commenting 
on this document, concludes: 

“All other commentary on the miserable 
situation in France would be superfluous 
and would weaken the witness of this docu- 
ment. While we share the indignation 
which it reveals and the will of resistance 
which it affirms, we cannot help thinking 
of the atmosphere of hatred in which the 
political peace will be made. We take note 
ef our responsibility as Christians in a 
world which is already ravaged more in 
the moral than in the material sphere.” 


MORE PROTESTS BY GERMAN 
BISHOPS 

ak petition of German Catholic Bishops, 
issued last December and calling on the 
Reich to end Nazi persecution of religion, 
has been made public in its complete text 
for the first time by the U. S. Office of War 
Information. The document, one of the 
strongest denunciations of Nazi religious 
policy ever issued by the German Catholic 
Hierarchy, has just’ reached the United 
States. 

The petition, in the form of a memorial, 
was drawn up at the Fulda Conference of 
Bishops on December 18th, 1942, and is 
signed by Adolf Cardinal Bertram, Arch- 
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"The petition pertained not oni 6 hee 
vital interests of the Catholic Church © 
within Germany, the Bishops declared, but 
extended to “violations of the free prac- 
tice of the religion of. Catholic Christians 
in the territories that recently have come — # 
to Germany.” ~ 

“We cannot shut our eyes to the great — 
misery of these German people,” the 
Bishops stated, “and we must also lift our 
voices for the sake of the respect for the 
name of Germany.” aco 

Asserting that “around Germany, in all 
the occupied territories, a rampart of bit- 
terness and enmity is being erected,” the 
Bishops declared that this was largely due # 
to the “ruthless interference of the officers an 
of the party with the population.” = 

The memorial then traced “notorious A 
occurrences” against Catholics in Alsace- 
Lorraine, Luxembourg, Poland and Xuan Ne 
slavia. c: 

In Alsace-Lorraine, the statement said, 
the German Government “has enforced in 
a much more rigorous form the antl chat 
laws which in 1919 the French Govern- 
ment did not_venture to carry over from 


- France itself to _Alsace-Lorraine. By The — 


memorial ‘then cited ‘ ‘such incisive, ruth- 
lessly executed measures” as expulsion of © 
large numbers of priests, dissolution of © 
church organizations and endowments, — 
and widespread confiscation of property. — 
Even worse, said the Bishops, was the 
“hostile rejection of all Germans” in Lux-— 
embourg because of the ‘ ‘ruthlessly exe- st 
cuted closing of monasteries,” restric- _ 
tions of the work of the priests, actual — 
banishments of priests, and “‘the placing of | 
numerous respected Luxembourg citizens” : 
in concentration camps, which frequently — a 
resulted in the death of the ‘person se 
there within a short time.” 5 
“Even more cheerless than in the west. 
is the religious situation in the ee of 
tached eastern territories,” the memo 
declared. <i pote 
In Poland, particularly in “all of. ne 
Warthegau,” clergy have been arrested 
and sent to concentration camps, churches 
plundered and used “for profane pu: 
poses,” and the Catholic church left “ 
tirely without rights,” even “those Po 
clergymen who had shown themsel 


Me 
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slavia for twenty years. 
: me t described the widespread expulsion 
f priests “into lower Ukrania” and the 
confiscation of church property. This treat- 
ment, the Bishops asserted, has caused the 
enthusiasm for Germany that existed “in 
90 per cent.” of the deeply religious Slo- 
_ venes | ‘to turn into hatred of the Ger- 
mans.’ 

“hus guerrilla warfare has come about 
there, which in turn has brought about 
- bloody counter measures, which are driv- 


tion that is still quiet,” the memoria] said. 
_ Expressing “deep anxiety for the good 
name and the welfare of the fatherland,” 
the Bishops added, “‘we beg the Govern- 
ment of the Reich to put a stop to the 
unrestricted anti-religious agitation of 
‘party officers and to the destructive meas- 
ures against church and Christianity, 
which are unwise politically and display 
scorn of all mankind.” 
The memorial was sent at the time of 
issue with a special letter of transmission 
to the Minister for Church Affairs, the 
Education Minister and to the Chief of the 
Reich Chancellery. 


NAZI SUBSTITUTES FOR 
CHRISTIAN CEREMONIES 


Nazi substitutes for Christian cere- 
“monies are coming to form an important 
part in the whole system of Nazi propa- 
ganda. We have heard before of a Nazi 
bstitute for Confirmation and of Nazi 
‘| arriage Ceremonies. This week we re- 
cord in some detail a Nazi ceremony 
clearly intended to take the place of In- 
fant Baptism. g 
The account comes from the paper 
eutscher Glaube for March, 1943. It de- 
‘naming ceremony” held on 
uary 26th, 1948. 
he ceremony, according to the German 
er, began with the singing of the song 
rmany, that Holy Word.” Then all the 
| ations gathered round a table decorated 
rith flowers and greenery. The father be- 
with a long address, speaking of the 
: hips of the times, the losses among 
German soldiers and the glory of the 
life represented by the baby, who was 
t by the. mother and laid on the 
le. At the infant’s head a golden candle 
ted with the words “We light this 


th 
ar in the regions that had re- 

the Reich after belonging to 
The state- | 


_ ing to despair the portion of the popula- _ 


Ue 
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Dornale as a vibe! of thy life. 


May thy 
life be warm and glowing, living and mov- 
ing, enriched out of the depths and always 

striving upwards like this pure fame? 
Various other speeches were made and the 
child was solemnly given the name of 
Adelheid (nobility). This name was ex- 
pounded in such a way as to proclaim that 
the true nobility of the child lay in her 
right to become the mother of future Ger- 


--man children and in this way to be the 


bearer of the German values. 

One of the guests then spoke in the name 
of the company, giving another exposition 
of the German myth. 

Finally, the child was passed round the 
company, each one taking her in his or her 
arms and speaking words in eulogy of the 
Germanic race. The ceremony ended with 
the singing of another song. 

A further example of a Nazi substitute 
for the Christian Marriage Ceremony is 
reported from Flanders. 

De SS Man, 1.5.48, reports: “On 24.4.43 
the marriage of one of our SS comrades 
was celebrated according to the old Ger- 
manic traditions and rules of the SS. This 
was the first time a ceremony of this kind 
had taken place in Flanders. Our com- 
rade, Germain Ravijse, of Gavere (Hast 
Flanders), married Margareta Dereken- 
eire. It was a strange sight to see the 
soldiers, in their field-grey and black uni- 
forms, arriving at the market place of the 
quiet village of Gavere to attend the mar- 
riage. The town hall was decorated with 
white and black flags and flowers and 
greenery, and adorned with portraits of 
Hitler and Tollenaere and the six Waffen- 
SS volunteers of Gavere. After the usual 
civic ceremony the ‘Eheweihe’ began. Com- 
rade Lode Degroodt, the burgomaster, ad- 
dressed the bride and bridegroom. Unter- 
sturmfiihrer Van Dijck admitted the bride 
into the Sibbe community in the name of 


_ the SS-Reichsfiihrer. The ceremony ended 


with the SS Treuelied and a threefold ‘Seig 
Heil’ for the only Germanic Fiihrer. Some 
old Germanic traditions were observed at 
dinner, which lent deep meaning to the 
whole ceremony.” 


THE NORWEGIAN CHURCH 
CONFLICT 

After resigning from the State Church 
at Easter, 1942, very many of the Nor- 
wegian clergy refused to accept any salar- 
ies from the Quisling authorities. They 
were thus left without means of support, 
but their congregations have supplied all — 
they needed, both in money and goods, so © 


oy 


o 


paints Set eA 


that they have been able to carry | on their oe So 


spiritual work as before. This state of 


affairs provoked irritation amongst the 


Quislings, and the Norwegian Aftenposten 
recently had the following paragraph: 
“Pastor Karl Flatland, of Fyresdal, 
writes that the clergy who are on strike 
(against the State—Ep.) live a high life 
on the kind gifts of the people. In every 
district one or more people are busy col- 
lecting money on illegal lists for the clergy- 
men’s daily bread. Rich people give hun- 
dreds of thousands at a time, and the total 
thus collected has long ago reached several 
million kroner. Flatland says the clergy- 
men’s refusal to accept a salary is merely 
a political affair. If the clergymen wished 
they could have their salaries as before 
from the State and municipality and thus 


“avoid” imposing additional burdens on the’ 


people.” 

From Sweden, Stockholm’s Tidningen 
(April 22nd, 1943) reports: “Tension be- 
tween the NS and the Church has in- 
creased considerably of late. The Press 
Directorate, which formerly did not wish 
any controversy with the representatives 
of the Church, has now received a German 
order to change its methods. Regular per- 
secutions of the opposition clergy have 
occurred in various places, and it is not 
unusual for detachments of the Hird loudly 
to interrupt sermons if clergymen say any- 
thing which the Hird interprets as opposi- 
tion to the NS. Such painful incidents 
have occurred, for instance in Osterdalen.”’ 


Mobilisation of Clergy 

On June 8th the same paper published 
reports from Oslo that the first Norwegian 
clergy have now been summoned in con- 
nection with the so-called national labour 
effort. So far only two names are known, 
those of Pastor Nils Eide, who will work 
at a U-boat station, and of Pastor Gustav 
Hyem, who is to work at Bardu airfield. 


_ The authorities apparently intend gradu- 


ally to summon “disloyal”? clergymen. 


New Organisation for Quisling Clergy 

The National-Socialist pastors have cre- 
ated an organisation of their own, accord- 
ing to Aftontidningen of April 27th. The 
original organisation for Norwegian clergy 
has not existed since the summer of 1941. 

Sixteen priests have responded to the 
appeal of the Quislings to form this so- 
ciety. Blessing-Dahle is the president, the 
secretary a former porter, and the treas- 
urer a former cook. These two last have 
been appointed priests by Quisling. 
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Ly 
whom 699 are ocenpee 


tors, who are faithful i the old Sas 


occupy 645 positions, while 54 are filled by — 
those who have not broken with the Quis- _ 
Forty-six positions are 


ling authorities. 
vacant. 

One hundred and fifty-two priests are 
attached, without parish work, to various 
organisations which have remained faith- 
ful to the Church. In addition to these 152, 
there are seven who have joined the Quis- 
ling faction. 

The number of priests who have re- 
mained faithful to the Church is 797, while 
the number of those who have put them- 
selves at the disposal of the new régime — 
is 61, but among these there are only 25 
who are really partisans of Quisling; the 
others are aged or wavering priests who 
have not dared to make a stand because - 
of economic or other consequences. Forty-— 
nine priests have been dismissed and ex- 
pelled from their districts: 11 are in 
prison. 


Arrest of Church Leaders : 
According to a Times report from Stock- 
holm, dated May 14th, Professor Hallesby 


and Pastor Hope, leaders in the “Tem- - 


porary Church Board,” have been arrested 
and sent to the Grini Concentration Camp. _ 
This is the most serious information which _ 
has come from Norway for some time. — 


A BUSY SUNDAY 

Sunday, May 16th, was novatie among > 
wartime Sundays. 

It was in the first place fimpire Youth © 
Sunday. Youth Services were held in many 
towns and villages in connection with this 
event. At the Central Service in Westmin- 
ster Abbey a young infantry officer gave a 
stirring address on what Empire youth 
could do towards rebuilding the world on ~ 
a Christian basis; In the evening a service 
was broadcast, parts of which came from — 
St. Paul’s Cathedral, St. Giles’s Cathedral, 
Edinburgh, and the Metropolitan United — 
Church, Toronto. ; 

As this Sunday was also Home Guard 
Sunday it was marked by many parades 
and services. A crowded service for one 
Home Guard “sector” was held in bs 
minster Abbey. 

In all churches special thankagiees 
were offered in connection with the recent 
victories in North Africa. Victory peals © 
were rung in many churches. In the eve- 
ning bells from the Cathedral at Corte 
were broadcast. 


